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Distinguished Vice Dean, distinguished faculty members, fellow graduates.
Arvoisat valmistuneet tohtorit, tekniikan lisensiaatit, diplomi-insindorit,
tekniikan kandidaatit. Hyvat kuulijat, arade publik, ladies and gentlemen

[t is a great honour to be invited to speak here.

Today we graduate, but we are graduating in tumultuous times. But it would be
perhaps wrong to say that challenging times are something new. In the recent
past, graduates have faced challenges of a changing world. It might have been
the fear of outsourcing to far reaches of the world. For others, it was the fear of
being replaced by productivity increases. The fear of globalisation. The fear of
climate change. Many remember the deep recession of over two decades ago.

Most of us have witnessed the merging of three universities into Aalto
university, a change close to our hearts. Many of us have followed events across
the world in real-time using relatively new services such as twitter and
YouTube.  would argue that we are incredibly lucky graduating right now.
Because unlike many before us, we are accustomed to change. Almost fearless
when faced with change. Because change has been ingrained into us. We don’t
need to question if change is happening. We don’t assume change is bad, nor
that it would be inherently good either. There will always be change. It is like
the wind. You adapt.

As we step into the working life, we see and learn so many new things. We may
feel overwhelmed - inspired even. But we must not forget what we have
learned. Or how we have learned. Or indeed how to question what we have
learned. Because for many of us, the working organisation we become a part of,
the working culture, has been built over decades and it may be based on
outdated premises. So like it or not, change is coming. We are the change. We
need to be the change.

Nar jag jamfor olika lander och universitet, blir jag alltid forvanad 6ver vilka
maojligheter finlaindska studenter har, har i Aalto-universitetet. Till exempel i
manga lander, bara nagra lyckliga studenter har ett extrajobb eller sommarjobb
i sina egna branscher eller arbetar inom ett omrade som ar atminstone lite
relevant for deras studier. Jag tycker att det kan vara sloseri med tid och talang.
Huvuddel av oss som graduerade har tillrackligt med arbets-erfarenhet for att
inleda yrkeslivet obehindrad.

Manga av oss redan har ett dromjobb. Mdnga av oss har ocksa en ny inriktning
pa vara studier tack vare jobb-erfarenhet. Fér det kan vi vara tacksamma till
stodjande yrkeskultur som manga av oss ska ha chans for att medverka p3, i
framtiden.
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Olen valmistunut maankayttotieteiden laitokselta kiinteistotalouden
maisteriohjelmasta. Meilla kaikilla on oma tarinamme, oman opinahjojemme
erikoisuudet, sattumukset ja varikkaat muistot.

Erilaisista kokemuksista huolimitta, jokin meitd myos yhdistda. Teekkarihenki.
Teekkariyhteiso on jotain varsin ainutlaatuista. Monissa meissad tima
opiskelijaelamasta luopumisen haikeus on kisin kosketeltavissa - tuo
Otaonnelan taakse jattdminen. Jotkut meista jatkavat opintojaan, joille SMT:ta
tai jameradntaivalta kulkiessa mikddn vastaantuleva ei enada yllata.

Ensimmaisend opiskeluvuotenani, fuksivuotena, minua ilahdutti ihmiskirjon
rikkaus. Kuinka vanhemmat opiskelijat tempasivat minut aivan huomaamattaan
mukaan. Toisena vuonna mittari-isona, huomasin itsekin tempaavani mukaan
uusia opiskelijoita teekkaritoimintaan, kuin luonnostaan. Kierre oli valmis.

Taytyy myontad, etta lukuisista sitseista ja illanistujaisista huolimatta, en
muista kovinkaan monta teekkarilaulua vieldkaan ulkoa. En kuitenkaan koe
itsedni huonoksi teekkariksi - ja tuskin kukaan mukaan. Jokainen meistd laulaa
omaa lauluaan, ja varaukseton yhteenkuuluvuuden tunne on vahva.

Mutta kenellekddn ndiden oppivuosien ei kuuluisi jadda pelkiksi muistoiksi.
Tata yhteisollisyyden tunnetta on hyva myos vaalia jatkossa, ja aktiivisesti pitda
elossa - silld yhteenkuuluvuuden rakentaminen tydyhteisdssa on hankalaa,
joskin mahdollista. Ja varmasti sen arvoista.

We have now completed merely one stage in our lifelong learning. Like many of
us, [ have combined work with my studies. During my short career, there have
been many problems that require the combination of different areas of
expertise. Although no single programme can teach all you need to know, my
education has given me a head-start. In Aalto, the possibility of combining
countless cross-disciplinary subjects in the curriculum allows you to truly
understand what learning is about. It's about keeping yourself open to all
possibilities. It’s about learning how to discover what you need to learn. It’s
about learning how to prioritise your goals, your ambitions, your precious time.

Omasta puolestani voin sanoa, ettd Aalto-yliopisto on antanut siis hyvait evaat
tydelamassa parjadmiseen. Koulutus tuli tarpeeseen.

Joillekin tutkinto mahdollistaa tydelamaan siirtymisen haluamalle alalle, josta
on unelmoinut jo pitkdan. Joillekin tima on vain valietappi ennen jatko-opintoja
mielenkiintoisemmissa aiheissa. Ja monille itse oppimisen taival, joka
huipentuu tdhan paivaan, on kokemuksena varmasti se arvokkain.

On behalf of all the graduates, I thank our faculty staff for the amazing work
they have done. [ would also personally like to thank my professors, lecturers,
instructors and my fellow students for the incredible experiences I have had.
am also thanking the people who have come here today to witness our
graduation. Your gesture is much appreciated.
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Many of us graduates are international. Thus I shall conclude my speech in our
common language; English. We share this common language, allowing us to
communicate. What we also share, is the value we give to education.

Education. It allows us to better understand the things around us. It allows us to
better understand each other. It allows us to better understand ourselves.
Today we have received our certificates, but the real value it represents is not
something tangible.

[t is in opening our minds to the world.

Jamie Donovan
DI vm. 2015



